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hardly reconcile them to sincere and honest friendship.
The President was puzzled; said it was strange.

I told him I could account for these proceedings readily,
if it were to build up and sustain the Weed and Seward
party in New York, but it certainly was not strengthening
the Administration.

Raymond and Seward knew of the movements for the
convention, and the Times in advance spoke of it as amove
to unite the Republican Party while it would certainly
injure the Administration. The effect was, when the call
appeared, to cause distrust among Democrats, and to
repel the World, the Herald, etc. It looks like design or
stupidity. I knew they were not fools.

My efforts to incorporate with the call a clause adverting
to the proposed Constitutional changes which made a con-
vention advisable were resisted and defeated by the tools
of Seward, because it would be agreeable to the Democrats
and opposed to the Radicals. His friends were committed
on that subject. They had adopted it and were, therefore,
antagonistic to Johnson, yet they succeeded through the
assistance of Radicals who care little for principles.